DECIBEL is a new music ensemble based in Perth, Western Australia devoted to the nexus of acoustic and electronic instruments, old and new technologies. They support new works by Australian, in particular Western Australian, composers, as well as presenting classic’s of the genre and new arrangements to Australian audiences.

“Steeped in the form and ritual of classical music, Decibel certainly displayed its share of edge and attitude.” Adam Trainer, Drum Media, November 2009.

Decibel enhance the live new music experience by exposing processes though score projection and wcareful sound design. Each electronic instrument has its own spoken voice through a single speaker controlled by the performer: be it a computer, tape player, ghetto blaster, turntable or electric buzzer.   Directed by Cat Hope, the ensemble features some of Perth best new music artists: Lindsay Vickery (reeds, MaxMSP), Stuart James (piano, percussion, maxMSP), Tristan Parr (cello),  Aaron Wyatt (Viola) and Malcolm Riddoch (electronics/internet).  
                                                                       
“Decibel is not about defining or demagogically fixing a unified approach to sound, music, playback and performance. It remains an open project, an exploration. Hope and her peers continue to argue that noise art, concrete approaches to sound and to the sample, together with instrumental composition, graphic scores and rules-based ideas, are not incompatible.” Jonathan W Marshall, Realtime Magazine, December 2009.

Offering up works by Western Australian composers in the ensemble, emerging artists and important Australian composers, Decibel aim to cultivate music that combines acoustic and electronic textures. Works featured have included pieces by Cat Hope, Lindsay Vickery, Stuart James, Warren Burt, Ernie Althoff, Ros Bandt, Rainer Linz, Brian Eno, Alvin Lucier, Mauricio Kagel, Laurie Anderson, Robert Ashely, Pauline Oliveros, The Velvet Underground and more.
 “An incredible combination of great instrumental performers and intuitive electronic musicians.” Ben Hamblin, Resonate Magazine, September 2009.
Decibel have presented 4 full concerts to date, have toured to Brisbane (09), Melbourne Canberra & Sydney (10), and will visit regional WA and Hong Kong later this year. They are also featured in Brisbane’s chamber series ‘The Trilling Wire’ this November.  They have been recorded by the ABC and presented live on Music Up Late with Julian Day. In 2010 they will be recording their first album. They have commissioned 7 new works since their inception in 2008.
“A completely wonderful immersive evening from Decibel, who are filling a vital niche in the Perth music scene” Rosalind Appleby, The West Australian Newspaper, November 2009.
More (including biographies, promotional material, audio, posters and research materials) at http://decibel.waapamusic.com
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